- USS_RfEbLAND: ’ Moscow and the Kania Regime

ot - “'The Soviets fully supported Polish First Secretary Kania's re- . . -
’ . o pZacement of former party chief Gierek on 5 September and have sub-:--"
- . sequently demonstrated that their backing remains firm. . - Moscow,
* however, remains deeply concermed about the trend of events in i
Poland. “Both ‘the Polish and Soviet parties :are determined. to limit
the eoncessions granted. the workers, but friction could. arise over -
the extent of and timetable for the limitations. : Although: the =
Soviets realize that the Kania regime canrot act precipitously in’
vutting a_zap on the liberalization process, they will keep consid~
erable pressure on Warsav: *fbrzng the process under controi soon.

T Sov1e_ medla treatment of Glerek before and after Fe
the Baltic’ strlkes ‘and ‘reports’ from numerous senior . S

' Soviet :and East European officials indicate that ‘the "¢ o

fKremlln was displeased with his handling ‘of: the' s;tuatlon.g'

. following: ‘the Baltic. set- ..
:tlements. Moscow:'spread the word among the Polish leaders '

‘that Gierek had to be re-»ﬁ

;.,It cited Kanla, party secretary Olszowskl, and

;‘;Awnv:, A

_ the Soviet. leade
. strlkes and ‘the-

SUCIVOU R

"our- leadershlp .

'f Y prcved 101‘ Fs
Date

_Qcontinued"

30 September 1980 ' .




Sov1et medla treatment of Kania has been exten51ve .
- and quite favorable. The Soviets" oortray him as< a dynamlc

'=;leader, intent on shoring up the party's shaken power and

" waging ‘a battle against "antisocialist: elements" An’
"-Poland. ' The dominant theme of Soviet coverage 1s that
" the srtuatlon is returnlng to normal - .

The Sov1ets also have been qulck to offer cconomlc

.:h_support -Although the amount of aid from the.agreement:
--.signed in Moscow_between:the Soviets and a Polish dele—-

.. gation led by Jaglelskl in mid- September is less than the

. $690 million ‘announced, it w1ll provide some measure: of'
* economic: rellef to Poland It also is- lmportant for its

' symbolism=—- belng flrst off the mark to a551st ltS

troubled ally. -

;Worrles Rema

' The’ Sov1ets contlnue to be. concerned about trends :
in Poland. The ‘increasing. act1v1ty of the proponents of.
free trade unions“and:the’ first rumbllngs of:disquiet by
students; . Journallsts, and profe551onals probably 51gnal’
to the Soviets that ‘the party may face even more serlous
‘achallenges in the near future.

The terms of the settlement in August ‘remain unpal-
atable to the Soviets. Moscow's failure thus far t i
inform the Soviet:. populatlon of those terms ‘reflects- 1ts*
sen51t1v1ty to the 1mpact the precedents of~freevtrade

sider. the Baltic settlements. blndlng,
Moscow - expects the Kania reglme O

the lllegal workers' organlzatlons" once;ten51ons ease._.,f'5 '
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| ~Pop-SETTEr

" The -Soviet press contlnues to pound ‘away at antl-
soc1allst elements" it claims are taking advantage of the
" labor unrest.: Press articles have- now applied the "anti-
socialist™ label to strike 1eader Lech Walesa. and by
1mp11cat10n, to all the strlkers - ,

. Moscow also has stepped up its attacxs on. Western
'"meddllng“ ‘in- Poland and has -advised other Communist: SR
;parties to do'the same.. The four authoritative "Petrov";jf);
- articles in Pravda this ‘month were largely devoted .to " S
accu51ng the West of attemptlng to push Poland."off: the v
.soc1allst path and to reshape the postWar map of: Europe..‘7

. The primary aim of these- commentaries is to isolate- and: "

'fdv credlt the” free trade union 1eadersh1p,~but they,also "
lay an. 1deologlcal*aroundwork for any future Sov1et :
alntervent on.: : Cwn R vodnen - ; :

At .a minimum, such activity suggests ‘that
Moscow is taklng some preparatory military measures.in -

"the event that ' a .show or actual -use of force ma become
i"-‘necessary kat' some polnt in the crlsls d .

Keeplng the Heat On? i

SOVlet anxletles over developments in- Poland limit:
anla s leeway~1nwtry1ng to restore social order and" ‘the
party s power-. ' Moscow will continue to scrutinize’ hlS
.every move, be susplclous of experlmentatlon, ‘and: be"
uick to react’ to,any sxgns “that the: llberallzatlo .mov
ment is galnlng_even more momeﬁtum._ "The Sov1ets, howev .,
Jreallze ‘that the situation is’ still" tookvolatlle for: an:

. s At the moment,”the 50v1ets have ‘no reaso to_doub
the Kania reglme s w1lllngness to’ ‘interp;
fthe conce551ons to. the: strikers. ' They' probably are als
tencouraged by thefPollsh party's hlstorlcal record of

pressure.,
o, Moscow is. thus llkely to glve Kanla'some t1me to-
produce results. . How long "some" turns out to be will

: depend upon the Sov1et leaders! perceptlons of theA,'ff:w'-ﬁ
dlrectn.on and potency -of the llberallzatlon movement. '
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